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The insufficient level of the scientific literacy of pupils in Slovakia as well as their low interest in the study of natural sciences have led to the need of seeking for more adequate methods of science education. Inquiry-based methods represent one of the appropriate ways for increasing pupil motivation for learning natural sciences.
The paper introduces results of the international Chain Reaction project that was running at Matej Bel University in Banska Bystrica in 2013 – 2016. The project aimed to implement inquiry-based activities into teaching process at secondary level. In the frame of the project pupils had a chance to gain experience with inquiry activities from various areas of natural sciences. Pupil attitudes were analysed with the use of quantitative data derived from questionnaires, and qualitative data derived from interviews of teachers. The project results have proved that the use of inquiry activities contributed to the increased motivation of pupils to study natural processes and phenomena, as well as to an increase of their interest in natural sciences.
